





adie Luncheon Club. 





The dazzling Jeannie Little launched Colin Burrough’s autobiography Keeping The Family Name at the 
Luncheon Club this week. The book is now on sale at gay/alternative bookshops and all proceeds go to 
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Keenan: keep up fight 


Tony Keenan cites the restructure of 
the Australian Federation of AIDS 
Organisations (AFAO), its move to 
Sydney and the negotiation and 
evaluation of the second National 
AIDS strategy as the most important 
events for him during his term as 
AFAO president. 

“While the move was difficult at 
the time, it has led to a more 
effective organisation,” says Keenan 
who finishes his two year term this 
month. 

The Melbourne man describes his 
term with AFAO as “really 
fulfilling”. 

“I am constantly amazed at how 
we keep going on and Id also like 
to pay special respect to the lesbian 
and gay community in Sydney,” 


says Keenan. 

“The impact of AIDS is massive. 
The reality is that you can be at a 
funeral in the morning and an hour 
later be negotiating about drug 
treatments and trials. 

“Tam amazed at the level of 
dignity, pride and compassion that 
we have managed to maintain all the 
way through.” 

Keenan says it has been difficult 
holding down a full-time job as well 
as carrying out his duties as AFAO 
president. 

“One of the problems with 
community organisations is that we 
have to maintain elected officials 
that are answerable to the com- 
munity. But the ongoing problem is 
ensuring that we constantly recruit 





and involve new and young people 
in Our organisations.” 

As for the future, Keenan says 
economic rationalisation will have a 
big impact on the funding of 
treatments particularly as more and 
more treatments become available. 

Keenan says the lesbian and gay 
community needs to be on guard 
against “complacency” in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. 

“While we have achieved a 
great deal over the past 12 years, 
none of these things have come 
easily and certainly none are 
guaranteed . . . we are facing huge 
pressures, particularly in the 
financing of new treatments and 
community vigilance is more 
important than ever.” 









PHILLIPPE CAHILL 
The NSW branch of the National 


Party renewed its commitment to 
conservative, anti-gay policies last 
week, including moves to make 
discrimination against heterosexuals 
illegal. 

The renewed commitments were 
made at the branch’s state confer- 
ence in Mudgee, despite a changing 
political climate which has recently 
seen both the leader of the NSW 
Liberal Party, Peter Collins, and the 
Governor-General, Bill Hayden, 
embrace gay and lesbian issues. 

A motion to oppose the adoption 
of children by same sex couples was 
unanimously carried at the confer- 
ence, hot on the heels of a welcoming 
address by the NSW National 
parliamentary leader, lan Arm- 
strong, in which he called for the 
party to continue to defend the 
“traditional family unit”. 

Later Armstrong also flagged his 
support of former cabinet member, 
Wendy Machin’s moves to have the 
NSW Anti-Discrimination Act 
amended via a Private Member’s 
Bill, to ban discrimination on the 
grounds of “sexual preference” 
rather than “homosexuality” as it 
currently stands. 

According to Machin, her 
proposed legislation is in response to 
several recent alleged cases of 
“discrimination against oe 
sexuals”. 

Anti Discrimination Board (ADB) 
president, Chris Puplick has said he 
would support moves towards the 
inclusion of heterosexuals under the 
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act, but only if discrimination 
against gays and lesbians was still 
separately acknowledged by the 
legislation. 

Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby 
(GLRL) co-convenor, David Mclach- 
lan, however, does not belicve 
heterosexuals “actually need” to be 
covered by the legislation. 

McLachlan said that opening up| 
the legislation could see it abused 
with “crank” and “petty” claims of 
heterosexual discrimination. He said 
the under-resourced ADB was 
already struggling with its current 
case load so there would have to be 
increased funding allocated. 

He also called for the intro- 
duction of “Special Exemption” 
amendments into anti-discrimination 
legislation which would allow for 
restricted access gay and lesbian 
events and venues. 

A spokesperson for the 
Opposition Leader, said that Collins 
had made his feelings on embracing 
gay and lesbian issues very clear, and 
that they still stood as a matter of 
future policy direction for the NSW 
Liberal Party. 

He said the National Party stance 
did not mean that the two parties 
could not work together, but that 
there would be vigorous, healthy 
debate on the issues. 

GLRL co-convenor, Stevie 
Clayton, said that if Collins and the 
Liberal Party were serious about 
their commitment to embracing gay 
and lesbian issues, they needed to do 
something about the anti-gay 
propaganda of their coalition 
partner. 














